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May 14, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C.  20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

We write to offer our full support for the joint Charles County and Prince George’s County 

Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) transportation planning grant 

application. The grant funding will be used to complete a draft environmental impact statement 

(DEIS) for the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit (SMRT) project. Providing a separated, high-

capacity transit line in this rapidly-growing corridor will be transformative to the greater 

Washington, DC region, and completing the DEIS is an important first step in delivering this 

project. 

 

The concept of a rapid transit line in Southern Maryland was first envisioned in 1996 in the 

Southern Maryland Mass Transportation Study. Since then, numerous transit feasibility studies 

have been completed in the corridor, culminating with the 2017 Final Alternatives Report. This 

three-year, pre-National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) planning study was conducted in 

collaboration between the Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit 

Administration (MDOT MTA) and Prince George’s and Charles counties and marked a major 

milestone in providing sustainable congestion relief along the SMRT project corridor. 

Completing a DEIS is the next critical step for this important project.  

 

Prince George’s and Charles counties have initiated the creation of mixed-use, transit oriented 

centers along the corridor, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ 

(MWCOG) long-range transportation plan forecasts significant population and employment 

growth in the area. Today there are 5.7 million people living in the National Capital Region, 

which is expected to grow to more than 6.9 million by 2045, and according to MWCOG’s 

Cooperative Forecasts Round 9.1. Charles County’s population will grow at the fastest rate of 

44%. There is limited ability to expand current roadway footprints, and the commuter bus system 

is reaching capacity and further expansion is difficult.  As travel demand along the SMRT 

corridor increases, a separated, high-capacity transit system is essential to accommodate the 

demand. 

 



We urge you to give the SMRT project favorable consideration and invest in this 

transformational initiative. The application demonstrates the project’s substantial benefits, and 

Charles County, Prince George’s County, and the State of Maryland are prepared to commit the 

required match of the grant funds.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

/s/ Benjamin L. Cardin  

__________________________ 

Benjamin L. Cardin  

United States Senator  

 

/s/ Chris Van Hollen 

__________________________ 

Chris Van Hollen 

United States Senator 

  

 

 

/s/ Steny H. Hoyer 

__________________________ 

Steny H. Hoyer  

Member of Congress 

 

/s/ Anthony G. Brown  

__________________________ 

Anthony G. Brown 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

/s/ David Trone 

__________________________ 

David Trone 

Member of Congress  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 







 

May 11, 2020 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C.  20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

On behalf of the Maryland State House Delegation for Prince George’s County, I 

am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the County Better Utilizing 

Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Transportation Planning Grant 

application being jointly submitted by Charles County, Prince George’s County and the 

Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT). If successful, the funding from this 

grant will be used to complete a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the 

Southern Maryland Rapid Transit (SMRT) project. This will provide a separated, high-

capacity transit line in this rapidly-growing corridor and will help to transform the 

Greater Washington, DC region. 

Prince George’s and Charles Counties have advanced several mixed-use, transit-

oriented centers along the corridor, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of 

Governments’ (MWCOG) long-range transportation plan forecasts significant population 

and employment growth in the area. There is limited ability to expand current roadways, 

the commuter bus system is reaching capacity and further expansion is extremely 

constrained.  As travel demand along the SMRT corridor increases, a separated, high-

capacity transit system is essential to accommodate the demand. 

Put simply, this rapid transit project will provide the type of transportation 

alternatives that this region desperately needs, as the MD 5 Corridor is both one of the 

most congested in the Washington Metropolitan Area and residents in these communities 

experience among the longest commute times of any in the region.  The combination of 

creating a sustainable option to sitting in traffic, promoting walkable, bikeable access to 

stations, and the potential for significant economic development, makes this an ideal 



[Type here] 
 

project for promoting vibrant, resilient communities and better connecting into the 

Greater Washington Metropolitan Region.  

I urge you to favorably consider the SMRT project and invest in this 

transformational initiative. This application demonstrates the project’s substantial 

benefits for Prince George’s County, Charles County and the State of Maryland.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Erek L. Barron,  

Chair, Prince George’s County House Delegation 

Maryland General Assembly 

 

cc:  

The Honorable Angela D. Alsobrooks, Prince George’s County Executive  

The Honorable Gregory Slater, Secretary, Maryland Department of Transportation 

The Honorable Reuben B. Collins, II, Esq., President, Board of Charles County 

Commissioners  

The Honorable Joanne C. Benson, Chair, Prince George’s County Senate Delegation 

The Honorable Todd M. Turner, Chair, Prince George’s County Council 

The Honorable Calvin S. Hawkins, II, Vice-Chair, Prince George’s County Council 

The Honorable Mel Franklin, Member, Prince George’s County Council  

The Honorable Monique Anderson-Walker, Member, Prince George’s County Council 

The Honorable Sydney J. Harrison, Member, Prince George’s County Council 

Major F. Riddick, Jr., Chief Administrative Officer, Office of the County Executive 

Floyd E. Holt, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Office of the County Executive 

Terry L. Bellamy, Director, Prince George’s Department of Public Works and 

Transportation 

Martin L. Harris, Deputy Director, Prince George’s Department of Public Works and 

Transportation 

Gwendolyn T. Clerkley, Deputy Director, Prince George’s Department of Public Works 

and Transportation 

Elizabeth Hewlett, Chair, Prince George’s County Planning Board, M-NCPPC 

Andree Green Checkley, Esquire, Prince George’s County Planning Department, M-

NCPPC 

Kevin Quinn, Administrator, Maryland Transit Administration  

 



May 6, 2020 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, D.C.  20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

I am writing to express my full support for the joint Charles County and Prince George’s County Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) transportation planning grant application. The grant funding 
will be used to complete a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) for the Southern Maryland Rapid 
Transit (SMRT) project. Providing a separated, high-capacity transit line in this rapidly-growing corridor will be 
transformative to the greater Washington, DC region, and completing the DEIS is an important first step in 
delivering this project. 

The concept of a rapid transit line in Southern Maryland was first envisioned in 1998 in the Southern Maryland 
Mass Transportation Study. Since then, numerous transit feasibility studies have been completed in the 
corridor, culminating with the 2017 Final Alternatives Report. This three-year, pre-National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) planning study was conducted in collaboration between the Maryland Department of 
Transportation Maryland Transit Administration (MDOT MTA) and Prince George’s and Charles counties and 
marked a major milestone in providing sustainable congestion relief along the SMRT project corridor. 
Completing a DEIS is the next critical step for this important project.  

Prince George’s and Charles counties have initiated the creation of mixed-use, transit-oriented centers along 
the corridor, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ (MWCOG) long-range transportation 
plan forecasts significant population and employment growth in the area. Today there are 5.7 million people 
living in the National Capital Region, which is expected to grow to more than 6.9 million by 2045, and 
according to MWCOG’s Cooperative Forecasts Round 9.1. Charles County’s population will grow at the fastest 
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rate of 44%. There is limited ability to expand current roadway footprints, and the commuter bus system is 
reaching capacity and further expansion is difficult.  As travel demand along the SMRT corridor increases, a 
separated, high-capacity transit system is essential to accommodate the demand. 
 
In addition to meeting the growing travel demands in our region, the SMRT project will stimulate the 
corridor’s economy. This economic stimulus has the potential to:  

• Add approximately $20 billion to the income of the corridor 

• Create between 250,000 and 300,000 person years of work 

• Generate a $30 billion increase in property values 

• Expand the tax base by $5 to $6 billion  
 
I urge you to favorably consider the SMRT project and invest in this transformational initiative. The application 
demonstrates the project’s substantial benefits, and Charles County, Prince George’s County, and the State of 
Maryland are prepared to commit the required match of the grant funds.  
 

Best regards, 
 
 
 
 

 Reuben B. Collins, II, Esq. 
 
 
 
 







  
 

METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
777 NORTH CAPITOL STREET NE, SUITE 300, WASHINGTON, DC 20002    MWCOG.ORG/TPB    (202) 962-3200 

May 11, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590  
 
Re:  BUILD Grant Application for the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit (SMRT) Project 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I am writing to express the support of the National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board (TPB), 
the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the National Capital Region, for a joint application 
by Charles County and Prince George’s County in Maryland for a Better Utilizing Investments to 
Leverage Development (BUILD) transportation planning grant. The grant funding will be used to 
complete a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) for the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit 
(SMRT) project. The TPB appreciates the transformative potential of a separated, high-capacity transit 
line in this rapidly-growing corridor, and completing the DEIS is an important first step in delivering this 
project. 
 
The project proposed for this grant responds to the regional transportation goals adopted by the TPB 
and identified in the Washington region’s long-range transportation plan, Visualize 2045. The TPB has 
long supported the provision of a broad range of public and private transportation choices for our 
region which maximize accessibility and affordability to everyone and minimize reliance upon single 
occupancy automobiles. The TPB understands that numerous transit feasibility studies have been 
completed in the corridor, culminating with the 2017 Final Alternatives Report.  The TPB is informed 
that this three-year, pre-National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) planning study was conducted in 
collaboration between the Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit Administration 
(MDOT MTA) and Prince George’s and Charles counties and marked a major milestone in providing 
sustainable congestion relief along the SMRT project corridor. Completing a DEIS is the next critical 
step for this important project.  
 
The demographic forecasts developed by the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ 
(MWCOG), used in the TPB’s long-range transportation plan indicates significant population and 
employment growth in the area.  The TPB understands that Prince George’s and Charles Counties have 
initiated the creation of mixed-use, transit-oriented centers along this corridor. The TPB believes that 
high capacity transit maximizes the potential to address current congestion and accommodate the 
forecast growth in travel demand in the SMRT corridor in a manner that moves more people than more 
vehicles.  Promoting greater use of more efficient travel modes for both people and goods are key 
elements of our adopted Regional Transportation Priorities Plan.  
 
The TPB requests your favorable consideration of this request by Charles and Prince George’s 
Counties, as it directly responds to regional transportation goals and priorities adopted by the 
National Capital Region’s MPO as part of its long-range transportation plan. I anticipate that upon a 
successful grant award, subject to the availability of the required matching funding, the region’s 
transportation improvement program (TIP) will be amended to include the grant funding for this 
project. 
 



Secretary Chao 
May 11, 2020  
 

   2 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kelly Russell 
Chair, National Capital Region Transportation Planning Board 
 
cc: Terry Bellamy, Director, Prince George’s County Department of Public Works & Transportation 
 Jason Groth, Director, Charles County, Department of Planning 
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May 7, 2020 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

We are writing to express the full support of the Maryland Transportation Commission for the 
Southern Maryland Rapid Transit (SMRT) Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) transportation planning grant application being submitted by jointly by Charles County, 
Prince George’s County and the Maryland Department of Transportation Maryland Transit 
Administration (MDOT MTA). The grant funding will be used to complete a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for the SMRT project. Providing a separated, high-capacity transit line in this 
rapidly growing corridor will be transformative to the greater Washington, DC region, and 
completing the DEIS is an important first step in delivering this project. 

The concept of a rapid transit line in Southern Maryland was first envisioned in 1996 in the Southern 
Maryland Mass Transportation Study. Since then, numerous transit feasibility studies have been 
completed in the corridor, culminating with the 2017 Final Alternatives Report. This three-year, pre-
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) planning study was conducted in collaboration between the 
MDOT MTA and Prince George’s and Charles counties and marked a major milestone in providing 
sustainable congestion relief along the SMRT project corridor. Completing a DEIS is the next critical step 
for this important project.  

Prince George’s and Charles counties have initiated the creation of mixed-use, transit-oriented centers 
along the corridor, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ (MWCOG) long-range 
transportation plan forecasts significant population and employment growth in the area. Today there are 
5.7 million people living in the National Capital Region, which is expected to grow to more than 6.9 
million by 2045, and according to MWCOG’s Cooperative Forecasts Round 9.1. Charles County’s 
population will grow at the fastest rate of 44%. There is limited ability to expand current roadway 
footprints, and the commuter bus system is reaching capacity and further expansion is difficult.  As travel 
demand along the SMRT corridor increases, a separated, high-capacity transit system is essential to 
accommodate the demand. 

We urge you to favorably consider the SMRT project and invest in this transformational initiative. 
The application demonstrates the project’s substantial benefits, and the partnership of Charles County, 
Prince George’s County, and the State of Maryland shows the importance of the project to the region.  

Sincerely, 





 

 

 

May 6, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
Re: USDOT BUILD Grant for SMRT 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I am writing to express my full support for the joint Charles County and Prince George’s County Better Utilizing 
Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) transportation planning grant application. The grant funding will 
be used to complete a draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) for the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit 
(SMRT) project. Providing a separated, high-capacity transit line in this rapidly-growing corridor will be 
transformative to the greater Washington, DC region, and completing the DEIS is an important first step in 
delivering this project. 
 
The concept of a rapid transit line in Southern Maryland was first envisioned in 1996 in the Southern Maryland 
Mass Transportation Study. Since then, numerous transit feasibility studies have been completed in the corridor, 
culminating with the 2017 Final Alternatives Report. This three-year, pre-National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) planning study was conducted in collaboration between the Maryland Department of Transportation 
Maryland Transit Administration (MDOT MTA) and Prince George’s and Charles counties and marked a major 
milestone in providing sustainable congestion relief along the SMRT project corridor. Completing a DEIS is the 
next critical step for this important project.  
 
Prince George’s and Charles counties have initiated the creation of mixed-use, transit-oriented centers along 
the corridor, and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ (MWCOG) long-range transportation 
plan forecasts significant population and employment growth in the area. Today there are 5.7 million people 
living in the National Capital Region, which is expected to grow to more than 6.9 million by 2045, and according 
to MWCOG’s Cooperative Forecasts Round 9.1. Charles County’s population will grow at the fastest rate of 44%. 
There is limited ability to expand current roadway footprints, and the commuter bus system is reaching capacity 
and further expansion is difficult.  As travel demand along the SMRT corridor increases, a separated, high-
capacity transit system is essential to accommodate the demand. 
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I urge you to favorably consider the SMRT project and invest in this transformational initiative. The application 
demonstrates the project’s substantial benefits, and Charles County, Prince George’s County, and the State of 
Maryland are prepared to commit the required match of the grant funds.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Darréll Brown, Esq. 
Director 
Charles County Economic Development Department 
 
 
Cc:   U.S. Senator Benjamin L. Cardin 
        U.S. Senator Christopher Van Hollen 
        Congressman Steny H. Hoyer 
        Senator Arthur Ellis 
        Delegate Edith J. Patterson 
        Commissioner President Reuben Collins 
        Mark Belton, County Administrator 
        Deborah Carpenter, Director of Planning & Growth Management 
        Jason Groth, Director of Planning  
        Marcia Keeth, Deputy Director of Economic Development 
        Taylor Yewell, Redevelopment Manager of Economic Development 



 
 

 

 
 

GREATER WASHINGTON PARTNERSHIP  
1200 17th St NW, Suite 550  
Washington, DC 20036 

greaterwashingtonpartnership.org  
202.765.2024  
info@greaterwashingtonpartnership.org 

 

May 6, 2020 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 

RE: Charles County and Prince George’s County Planning Grant Application for the FY20 BUILD Grant 
Program for the Southern Maryland Rapid Transit Project 

 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Greater Washington Partnership (the Partnership) supports the joint Charles County and Prince George’s County 
FY 2020 BUILD planning grant application. The Partnership is a civic alliance of the leading employers in the Capital 
Region of Baltimore, Washington, and Richmond, who together employ more than 250,000 residents around the 
region.  
 
The Southern Maryland Rapid Transit (SMRT) planning project grant funding will be used to complete a draft 
environmental impact statement (DEIS) for a rapid transit connection between Charles County, Maryland and Prince 
George’s County and the larger Washington, DC metro area. Completing the DEIS is the next critical step to deliver 
this project first envisioned in 1996 that will provide a separated, high-capacity transit line in this rapidly growing 
corridor. The SMRT project will be a transformative investment for Southern Maryland and the Capital Region.  
 
Prince George’s and Charles counties are already planning mixed-use, transit oriented centers along the corridor, 
and the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments’ (MWCOG) long-range transportation plan forecasts 
significant population and employment growth in the area, with Charles County’s population growing at the fastest 
rate in the metro area.  Today, there is limited ability to expand current roadway footprints and the commuter bus 
system is reaching capacity.  As travel demand along the SMRT corridor increases, a separated, high-capacity transit 
system is essential to accommodate the long-term demand. 
 
For these reasons, the Partnership fully supports this application and we urge you to favorably consider the SMRT 
planning project for an FY20 BUILD grant. Thank you for your support and leadership.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Jennifer Y. Kaplan 
Vice President, Engagement and External Affairs, Greater Washington Partnership 
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